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Abstract
The activity and properties of cholinesterase (ChE) of the motor endplate and its fractions
were studied in isolated human skeletal muscle. This preparation was used since the ChE activity
of the membrane preparation was localized only in the motor endplate. The endplate ChE was
stable in the isolated membrane for 4 weeks at 4 degrees C. The specific activity of the extracted
ChE of human muscle membrane was 29.6% higher than that of the original membrane. Stud-
ies with specific substrates and ChE inhibitors indicated that most of the ChE of human muscle
membrane and its fractions was acetylcholinesterase, and that the minor component was pseudo-
cholinesterase. A Michaelis-Menten constant of 3.82 mM was estimated in the endplate ChE, and
0.88 mM in the extracted ChE of the endplate. The extracted human endplate ChE was separated
into three fractions by Sephadex G-200 chromatography, and into two fractions by acrylamide gel
electrophoresis.
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